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1. Methodology 

From September 2009 to August 2010, Animals Asia investigators visited 13 safari parks and zoos 

across China to document wild animal performances. The information and photographs obtained 

from this investigation are summarised below. Video footage taken during the investigations has 

been used to produce a short film entitled óThe Performanceô available via the Animals Asia 

website www.animalsasia.org  

 

2. Executive Summary 

Wild animal performances are common at captive animal establishments across China. All thirteen 

establishments visited in 2009/10 put on performances of one kind or another with many drawing in 

large crowds.  

 

¶ Asiatic Black Bears are the most popular performance animal, present at 90% of parks; 

¶ 75% of parks exhibit performing monkeys; 

¶ 75% of parks exhibit performing tigers; 

¶ 50% of parks exhibit performing sea-lion;  

¶ Five parks put on bird performances; four parks exhibit performing elephants and two parks 
have a dedicated dolphinarium for marine mammal performances. 

 

During the wild animal performances animals are forced through fear, intimidation and in some 

cases physical force to perform unnatural tricks.  

 

¶ 75% of parks force bears to ride bicycles; 

¶  50% of parks force bears to perform acrobatics on acrobatic rings;  

¶ three parks force bears to ride a motorbike over a high wire 30ft above the ground; 

¶ two parks force bears to óboxô with each other; 

¶ one park exhibits a human wrestling with a bear; 

¶ 75% of parks force monkeys to ride bicycles; 

¶ 50% force monkeys to perform handstands on the horns of goats, often while the goat is 
balancing on a tightrope some 10ft above the ground; 

¶ the most common tiger acts force tigers to walk on their back legs, jump through hoops of 
fire and walk on top of large balls;  

¶ Elephants were seen at four parks performing uncomfortable and humiliating tricks such as 

standing on their heads, and spinning on one leg.  

 

Of the lesser seen animal acts, two parks force pigs off the end of 10ft high platforms into water, 

and one park exhibits monkeys and dogs jumping over the backs of hippopotami. 

 

The techniques used to force such animals to perform such unnatural tricks are cruel and abusive, 

starting with young animal, trainers often beat animals until they perform a desired trick, and use 

force and fear to ensure animals continue to perform day after day. At five parks tigers and lions 

have had their teeth ripped out to make them defenceless. Animals were also seen with injuries, 

tumours and severely underweight. In between performances animals are housed in small cages 

which do not allow them to perform any natural behaviour. 

 

The combined aspects of performances, abusive training methods and inadequate housing 

conditions are causing severe animal suffering for many thousands of performing animals across 

China. Animals Asia appeals to the Chinese government to ban the use of wild animals in circus-

style performances where animals are forced to exhibit behaviour contrary to their natural 

behaviour in the wild. 

  

http://www.animalsasia.org/
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3. Introduction  

A large number of captive animal establishments in China provide animal performances as a form 

of entertainment for visitors. The scale of the performance varies from one establishment to another 

yet the suffering experienced by the many thousands of animals within the industry remains 

constant. 

 

A host of animal species are used in these performances, the most popular being bears, monkeys, 

tigers and lions. In addition many establishments hold bird performances using parrots, macaws and 

cockatiels, and marine mammal performances with sea lions, dolphins and whales. A variety of 

other species are used in performances across China including elephants, wolves, dogs, and in one 

particular case hippopotami, flamingos, giraffes and camels. 

 

The majority of animals are forced to perform through negative reinforcement and intimidation and 

show signs of fear towards the showmen.  
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4. Performing Bears 

Asiatic black bears are used in performances at 90% of establishments visited. Bears of all ages, 

from cubs to adults are forced to perform. Bears generally have metal rings pierced through their 

noses, or a muzzle with a rope attached which are used to force the bears to perform.  

4.1 Nanjing Pearl Forest Safari Park, June 2010 

 

 

 

 

Bears are forced to: 

¶ walk on top of large balls; 

¶ skip; 

¶ walk on their front paws; 

¶ ride scooterôs; 

¶ perform acrobatics; 

¶ ride bicycleôs; 

¶ pretend to play musical instruments; 
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4.3 Xiangjiang Safari Park, Guangzhou, September 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Asiatic black bears are forced to 

óboxô. The bears are muzzled to prevent 

them from biting the showmen; the 

muzzles have chains attached to the straps 

at the back of the bearôs head. The 

showmen use the chains to control the 

bears and to drag the bears on and off the 

stage. 

A single brown bear is made to 

perform a number of tricks, including 

spinning a hoop around its neck and 

performing tricks while on a platform. 

The bear is made to perform a 

handstand and catch balls. The same 

bear is also made to perform forward 

rolls and hop on the spot.  

 

Two Brown bears are forced 

to ride a tricycle and another 

bear is forced to ride a 

motorbike. 
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4.4 Xiongsen Bear & Tiger Mountain Village, Guilin, September 2009 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bears are forced to: 

 

¶ ride bicycles; 

¶ ride on the back of horses; 

¶ ride a motorbike on a tightrope 10m above 

the ground; 

¶ crawl under and jump over obstacles; 

¶ skip; 
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4.5 Chuanlord Manor Holiday Park, Foshan, September 2009 

 

 

  

Bears are forced to: 

¶ roller skate; 

¶ skip; 

¶ balance on a board on top of a 

cylindrical object; 

¶ óboxô each other; 

¶ spin objects above their heads; 

 

 

 

 


